Dear Friends and Neighbors on North Lake Leelanau,
Recently, the Lake Leelanau Lake Association made a presentation to the Leland Township Planning Commission regarding a waterfront overlay district and provided a handout with model language. This is important because Leland Township controls zoning encompassing the entire North lake, the Leland River and a large portion of the Narrows.  What was presented raised significant concerns and many found it quite alarming.
The North Lake Alliance is an independent property owner advocacy organization dedicated to protecting property and riparian rights and our ability to responsibly use and enjoy the lake we love.
The North Lake Alliance is not intended to eliminate, compete with, or replace any existing organization. Rather, it will provide an independent voice focused specifically on the interests and concerns of North Lake property owners — particularly when decisions involving zoning, land use, riparian rights and use of the lake are being considered.
The North Lake Alliance may also champion public/private partnerships viewed as improving our use and enjoyment of the lake.
The North Lake Alliance is envisioned as a mostly volunteer organization, supported by modest annual dues of $35 per household. When necessary, additional funds will be raised to retain qualified professionals to help us understand and respond to proposals that could significantly affect waterfront property owners.
An important part of the Alliance's mission will be to monitor local planning and zoning activity, keep property owners informed, and provide a strong, thoughtful voice when changes are being considered. We want to help ensure that decisions affecting North Lake Leelanau are based on demonstrated need, common sense, and a careful consideration of private property rights.
We strongly support protecting the water quality of Lake Leelanau and preserving this extraordinary resource for future generations. Protecting the lake and protecting the reasonable rights of the people who live on it are not competing goals. Good public policy should accomplish both.
We love our lake. We want to protect it, and we also want to protect the rights of the families who call its shoreline home.
Please join us.
— The founding members of the North Lake Alliance
